


How did the Constitution
“end unfair treatment of
citizens by government?

* Although the Thirteenth Amendment

abolished slavery in 1865, it did not end -

unfair treatment of African Americans
by go'Vernmént. Many states in the South
- passed laws that -discriminated against
black people. State and local laws required
that public facilities such as restrooms,
theaters, and pé_rks have separate areas
for black people and white people.

" Congress adopted the Fourteenth
Amendment in 1868. The equal protection
clause is stated in Section 1 of the
‘amendment. It is the most important
constitutional protection that the people
have against unfair discrimination by
state and local-.goverriments. The equal
protection clause says that

no State shall...deny to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.

At the time it was ratified, this
clause was intended to prevent discri-
mination against African Americans
and guarantee them the rights that
go along with citizenship.

Why did the passage of the Thirteenth
Amendment fail to end unfair treatment
of African Americans?




..Are theee aﬁtaateeaa aafass‘ treatmeet by geaerameat@

Wlth a partner read each of the followmg mtuatmns SR
- Explam to the. class why each 1s or is not unfalr government treatment

. ':.@ In your state there 1s a law that says @ Your clty ﬁre department wﬂl
: .etudents belongmg toa certam race - not h1re Women as ﬁreﬁghters

must: -go to schoo 8 that are separate

‘lfrom those tha other students attend @ You and a fr1end Of the oppomte
- sex Work for the state You both

_ Your c1ty has a regulatlon reqmnng S do the same JObS Yet you are..
L people wrth partlcular rehglous hehefs L teae_h- p{:_l_ld-‘ at _a__d1fferent ratet_-
o hve m a spemal sectmn of town : ' T o

Your state hasa laW that saye people




The Fourteenth Amendment d1cl not
by itself prevent. d1scr1m1nat1on however

African Americans to go to separate schools
and to use separate pubhc facilities. These
laws came to be called Jlm Crow laws. .

viglate the equal proteetmn_elause because
the separate schools land:facil_ities for blacks
were equal to those provided for whites..
‘This is known as the separate but equal
argument. The U.S. Supreme Court con-
sidered this argument in two famous
cases: Plessy v. Ferguson (1898) and
Brown. v. Board of Education (1954).

' How did the U.S. Suprem

The states co_l_ltmued tq pass 1aw_s reqmnng_'__

protection clause in ﬁwe

The states claimed that such laws did not " CASE ONE

- requiring railroad companies to provide -

Court an&ea’pa‘e& the equa'

seeara&e caeea’?

Plessy v, Ferguson {18%}

The state of Louisiana passed a law

separate, similar cars for white pas-
sengers and black passengers. A group
of Afmcan ‘American leaders dec1ded :
to challenge the law.

' In what ways did ,Jim.Crew: faws violate the eq'ua!_ 'pl'ofe'ctien clause?




Homer Plessy bought a railroad ticket
and took a seat in a car set aside for whites.
Plessy was arrested when he refused to
move. The Louisiana state court found
him guilty of violating state law. Plessy
took his case to the U.S. Supreme _
'Court arguing that the Louisiana law
-Violated the equal protection clause

The. Supreme Court ruled against
Plessy. The Court said that separating
the races did not mean that one race
was inferior to the other. Because the
state law. requlred the facilities to be
separate but equal ‘the Supreme Court
ﬁsa1d there was no dlscrlmmatlon

‘The décision in this case, Plessy v. -

Ferguson (1896), allowed states to pract1ce ‘

segregatmn separatlon of the races, for
almost sixty years. Then, in the case of

Brown v. Board of Education (1954) the

US Bupreme Court changed its interpre-
tation of the equat protection clause.

CASE TWO
Brow.ve v. Board of Education (1954)

Linda Brown was a seven-year-old
child who lived five blocks from an
- elementary school. Linda was forced to
attend a school for African American
_children twenty-one blocks away from her -
home. Linda’s parents, along with twelve
other parents, brought a lawsuit against
the school board of Topeka, Kansas, say-
ing their children had been deprived
‘of equal protection of the law.

- One of the lawyers for the parents was
Thurgood Marshall, an attorney for the
National Association for the Advancement

~of Colored People. Marshall later became
the first African American jiistice of the
U.S. Supreme Court. He argued that
ségregated schools could not be equal.

~placing African American children in

“the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth

Th1s time the Court agreed It said that

schools separate from white children
denied them the equal protection of

Amendment The Court eald

To separate Echﬂdren] solely
because of their race generates
‘[causes] a feehng of inferiority...
that may affect their hearts and
mlnds in a way unhkely ever to
be undone.

These are the laWyers for: the Brown family
and the other families: George E.C. Hayes, left,®

Thurgood Marshaf] center, and James M. Nabrit Jr. -
What was their argument beford the Supreme
Court? How drd the Court rule-in this case? -




How did Congress,

the execume branch,
and citizens worl to eﬁd
unfair discrimination

by g@vemmem‘?

~ The Court’s dec1510n in Brown v. Board
of Education Was the ﬁrst important step
in ending school segregation. Although
the Brown case was a turning point in

the fight against discrimination, it dealt

only with segregated schools. The Court
decision by itself did not end discrim- .
1nat10n Many states resisted the Court’s
order to 1ntegrate their schools. As-late

as 1957, the governor of Arkansas tried -

to stop black s’tuﬂentsfrom entering a

Who is Rosa Parks? Why did African
Americans begin a boycott of buses in
Montgomery, Alabama, in 19557

What means did Ieaders of the crwl nghts
movement use to obtain their goals?

white high school in Little Rock. In" |
response, President Dwight Eigenhower

‘ordered federal troops to escort the

students and enforce the law.

The civil rights movement started in
the 1950s. It was a time when many people -
of both races worked to end unfair treat-
ment by government. People marched in.
the streets. They wrote letters to Congress
asking for stronger laws. They held boycotts.
A boyeott means that they refused to buy
from or deal with stores and companies

' that practiced racial discrimination.

One of the earliest boycotts began in
1955. Rosa Parks was a working woman
who lived in Montgomery, Alabama. She
was on her way home one day when the
bus she was riding became crowded.
Parks refused to give up her seat to a



 white man. She was arr_ested for V{olating_
& city law. The African American com-
~munity boycotted the city buses until
the city changed the law. The boycott
lasted more than a year.

In August of 19'63, thousands of

They wanted to show their support for -

- the civil rights movement Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. was an important c1v11

: rlghts leader. It was here that Dr. ng

gave his famous “I Have a:Dream ' speech.

“King told the crowd, “I have a dream that

my four little children will one day live

by the color of their sk.in, but by the
content of their character.” One day, he
" hoped, all people would join hands

and be “free at last.”

What democratrc fdeals were expressed by Martm Luther ng Jr in h:s

' _Americans marched in Washington, D.C.

in a nation where they.Will'not be judged

“I Have a Dream" speech?

In 1964 Congress passed the Clvﬂ
R1ghts Act. The Civil Rights Act of 1964
ended segregation in pubhc places such
as restaurants and hotels. The law also

‘said that employers could not discriminate

against people because- of their race,
national origin, religion, or gender.

. When African Ameri_csns won these
civil rights after years of struggle, other
groups began to call for equal protection.
Women, disabled people, older people, and
other groups worked to get laws passed
guaranteeing their right to equal protec-
tion of the laws. In response to their -
efforts, Congr‘essa“and state legislatures
have passed laws prohibiting unfair -
discrimination against these groups.




@ Create a tlmelme of h1stor1ca1 events- '
if the struggle to gam equal prote
" tion: by various groups in America, .
_ "-‘Each student should research one.
_:event to include in a. classroom poster' :
r_.}r-commemoratlng the struggle for :
s equal rlghts '




